
Feast of Sovereignty - Sultan 
Topic for Consultation 

 

The stresses emerging out of the long-term process of transition from a divided 

world to a united one are being felt within international relations as much as in the 

deepening fractures that affect societies large and small. With prevailing modes of 
thought found to be badly wanting, the world is in desperate need of a shared ethic, a 

sure framework for addressing the crises that gather like storm clouds. The vision of 

Bahá’u’lláh challenges many of the assumptions that are allowed to shape 

contemporary discourse—for instance, that self-interest, far from needing to be 

restrained, drives prosperity, and that progress depends upon its expression through 

relentless competition. To view the worth of an individual chiefly in terms of how 

much one can accumulate and how many goods one can consume relative to others 

is wholly alien to Bahá’í thought. But neither are the teachings in sympathy with 
sweeping dismissals of wealth as inherently distasteful or immoral, and asceticism is 

prohibited. Wealth must serve humanity. Its use must accord with spiritual 

principles; systems must be created in their light. And, in Bahá’u’lláh’s memorable 

words, “No light can compare with the light of justice. The establishment of order in 

the world and the tranquillity of the nations depend upon it.” 

……“Wealth”, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá has affirmed, “is praiseworthy in the highest degree, if it 

is acquired by an individual’s own efforts and the grace of God, in commerce, 

agriculture, art and industry, and if it be expended for philanthropic purposes.” 

…… The forces of materialism promote a quite contrary line of thinking: that 

happiness comes from constant acquisition, that the more one has the better, that 

worry for the environment is for another day. These seductive messages fuel an 

increasingly entrenched sense of personal entitlement, which uses the language of 
justice and rights to disguise self-interest. Indifference to the hardship experienced 

by others becomes commonplace while entertainment and distracting amusements 

are voraciously consumed. The enervating influence of materialism seeps into every 

culture, and all Bahá’ís recognize that, unless they strive to remain conscious of its 

effects, they may to one degree or another unwittingly adopt its ways of seeing the 

world. 

     ~ 1 March 2017 Message of the Universal House of Justice 

How might the vision of the future offered in the letter motivate a personal review of 

consumptions, habits, choices, and services? 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

The Bahá’í community of Port Moody has a current shortfall of approximately 

$20,000 to reach its established goal of $99,000 this year (2 feasts remaining).   

How can the community arise to reach or surpass this goal? 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 


