Seventeenth Annual Harper Mountain Gathering 

Harper Mountain Ski Lodge

21, 22 and 23 September 2018


We would like to begin this summary report to acknowledge the commitment of the many, who make adjustments to their routines and schedules, travel long distances from the Four Directions,  provide the means for themselves and others to come together at the Harper Mountain Gathering, on the Traditional Territory of the Tk’emlups te Secwepemc near Kamloops, BC to share their learning and consult about further engaging the essential participation of the Indigenous Peoples in rebuilding a broken world.  

These Gatherings have been a focal point of initiatives to advance the Cause among the Indigenous Peoples of this land, bringing together Indigenous and non-Indigenous family, friends, and neighbours to consult, share, and plan individual and collective actions to serve the Cause

Also, each year protocol is observed acknowledging the Traditional Territory and the Secwépemc Nation with a gift of Tobacco and a written message to the Chief and Council of the Tk'emlups Indian Band.  Gladys Anaquod, accompanied by her son Craig, observed this protocol in person on behalf of the 2018 Gathering.  The Harper Mountain Ski Lodge venue for the gatherings is about 25 minutes from Kamloops, BC
Participants at the seventeenth annual gathering from across BC as recorded in the guest book were from:

Kelowna, Nanaimo, Alert Bay, Vancouver, Salmon Arm, West Kelowna, North Saanich, Kamloops, Hope and Spuzzum, Port Coquitlam, Victoria, Surrey, Powell River, Coquitlam, Abbotsford, Port Alberni, Somena, Duncan, Cowichan First Nation, Roberts Creek, Canal Flats, Shawnigan Lake, Cobble Hill, Sidney, Nelson, Castlegar, White Rock, Richmond and Paul Lake (Harper Mountain)

Alberta participants were from the cities of Calgary and Edmonton, the Blood First Nation, Cochrane, Rocky Mountain House and St. Paul and participants from Muscowpetung First Nation, SK., St. Mary's, ON., Seattle and Spokane, WA and a pioneer visiting from Fiji. 

Some addresses were not recorded.
A Prayer Circle formed as people arrived Friday afternoon. Prayers were offered in spiritual preparation for the weekend's consultations and learning.  A Baha'i music video-the Queen of Carmel was included.  Friday evening closed with the Pipe Ceremony conducted by Dr. Lee Brown and J.C. Lucas following dinner. Honouring the Pipe and the ancestors is an annual traditional observance at the Harper Mountain Gatherings.
A Special Measure of Love – Children and JY/Youth Program
The children's program and activities were prepared and facilitated with loving care by Lua and Max Neville of the Abbotsford Baha'i Community, BC assisted by visiting pioneer Kim Bowden-Kerby from Fiji.  Naseem Bahraini, youth also from Abbotsford facilitated a well-prepared program/activity for junior youth/youth.  The children's program focused on “virtues” and stories of `Abdu'l-Baha's life demonstrating the virtue.  The youth joined the children in outdoor activities of games and painting.

Sunday morning Devotions for the Gathering were provided by the children and youth group and was a joy to every heart!

Every year, the participants at Harper Gathering have been the recipients of guidance and loving support conveyed either in person or by message on behalf of the Institutions of the Faith to encourage and engage the essential participation of the Indigenous Peoples in the work of the Cause.  We acknowledge with loving gratitude the participation of Deloria Bighorn, Chairperson of the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Canada, Lynn Smith, member of the Regional Baha'i Council of British Columbia and perspectives shared by Indigenous speakers.  Ed Muttart, former member and Treaurer of the National Spiritual Assembly accompanied by his wife Charleen, also participated in sharing some words of encouragement and support. Regrettably, Anthony Jjumba, member of the Auxiliary Board for Propagation was unable to attend.
Saturday's programme agenda included the following speakers:
(noting a few lines from each talk that hopefully suggests the highlights of the topic)

· Robert George, Cowichan, addressed advancing the role of the Aboriginal People to “take an active part in Baha’i affairs and shed their illumination on the whole earth.”  Robert spoke from a comparative cultural understanding and knowledge of the Writings.  
Robert demonstrated his message of “oneness” with a hand-crafted quilt outlining a large 

tree which he called the “Virtues Banyan Tree” to recall the words of Baha'u'llah “ye are the fruits of one tree and the leaves of one branch”. A writing sewn on the quilt in the Coast Salish language of the Cowichan read “One Mind One Heart.” He said the roots of the tree are the core values of the home.  We were all invited to think of a virtue(s) we felt reflected our family's core value, write it on a paper leaf provided and pinned it on the branches. 
Robert brought eleven members from the Cowichan FN Community that included a special guest, his mother Elder Violet George.

· Deloria Bighorn, Chairperson of the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Canada brought greetings and presented the message from the National to the gathering.

The National Spiritual Assembly in this year has earnestly strived to understand  what is the intense energy that is being released as a consequence of the Bicentenaries of the Birth of Baha'u'llah and the Bab; what are these spiritual forces and; how can we become aware of the spiritual energy at our disposal?  It appears that the desire of the Creator is to bring to fruition the beauty of the Plan...Think of the book The Dawnbreakers ...When you are infused with the powers that are released at a time when the Manifestation of God is on the earth, there are things you are enabled to do.. The Universal House of Justice says “This is now again a time when special forces are released.”  
Deloria also shared a very descriptive account of the  highlights of the Baha'i International Convention held in May 2018 in Haifa that all nine members of the National Spiritual Assembly attended.

“Wouldn’t it be amazing if this was the way that elections happened around the world,” she 
stated.
· Kamao Cappo and Anthony Owen shared stories and visual highlights of their Pilgrimage made in June 2018 with Harvey Ironeagle


To go to the East, to go to those Holy Places, it charged me.  I went there to receive spiritual 
 
empowerment to do the work with Indigenous Peoples...When I go to the Shrines it is to 
receive that capacity to serve... 

· 2018 Ridvan Message of The Universal House of Justice to the Baha'is of the World was read by Beverley Knowlton and Tanya Gomes

           (Last paragraph)


This, then, is our bright, bright hope. In the six cycles that lie between this Ridván  and the next bicentenary—indeed, throughout the remaining three years of the current Plan—let the same all-consuming, all-surpassing love that spurred the Báb’s disciples to the diffusion of the divine light inspire you to great deeds. That you may be the recipients of heavenly aid is our supplication at the Sacred Threshold.
[signed: The Universal House of Justice]
· Lynn Smith, Member of the Bahá’í Council of British Columbia 


Building a new world civilization – Significance of the upcoming 


Bicentenary of the Birth of the Bab



As we follow the guidance in the Bahá'í Writings, we are starting to build the New World 
Order that will eventually bring about the promised Kingdom of God on earth.  Right now 
it doesn’t much resemble that promise but we know that it will come about, we just need 
to follow the instructions and guidance found in our Writings and in the letters of the 
Universal House of Justice.


She commented on the significance of the upcoming bicentenary of the Birth of the Báb 

quoting from the Universal House of Justice Message 2018:  the society in which the Báb 
appeared resembles the present-day world for the sense of oppression and for the longing of so many to find answers to slake the soul’s thirst to know. 
· Jelana Bighorn and Jamie Walker from Vancouver

Overview of Community Projects and Junior Youth
...in the communities it might seem that you are working with a small group, but when 
you think of the families and the aunts and uncles you realize you are working with a lot more people...We really need to help the youth to become protagonists in their own communities.
· Michael Leach Peq Haláw` White Eagle (St’at’imc) 

Spirituality is progressive and evolving – Connecting Indigenous Spirituality and the Baha'i Teachings
I was told to come here whenever possible.  As I was leaving the first time, there was a frog 
sitting there starring at me.  It is my clan so the spirits said I had to come here and learn.  At first I wasn’t a Bahá'í.  The speaker had said the door was open to the indigenous people to come to the Faith.  I said, “What needs to be open in the Bahá'í Faith is the heart!”

Charleen Muttart  Richmond Baha'i Community, sang a prayer in her language from 
Mongolia. 
· Circle Participation
         
In a letter sent to the friends and communities prior to the Harper Gathering weekend, as preparation for the gathering, it was conveyed that “time would be allotted to  consider what are the primary Baha'i concepts related to unity and reconciliation

       
that should be articulated?  What is the best way for them to be conveyed?  To 

         
aid our reflection, we would like to suggest you bring a short quote from the 

         
Writings you feel relates best to the concepts.”
Here are five of the many quotes friends researched and shared for the benefit of open discussion:

1968 – UHJ  Wherever a Bahá'í community exists, whether large or small, let it be  distinguished for its abiding sense of security and faith, its high standard of rectitude, its complete freedom from all forms of prejudice, the spirit of love among its members and for the closely knit fabric of its social life.
12 July 1952 – Shoghi Effendi.  Living the Life.  There is nothing that brings success in the Faith like service. Service is the magnet which draws the divine confirmations. 
Shoghi Effendi, The Promised Day is Come– In every dispensation the light of divine guidance has been focused on one central theme...the foundation of the Faith of God and the distinguishing feature of His law is the consciousness of the oneness of mankind.


Baha'u'llah  So powerful is the light of unity, that it can illumine the whole earth.

(Commentary)


How do we illumine?  When people feel unity it lights up ones surroundings.  What I have noticed in the world is “otherness,” “invisibility”  Invisibility is created through poverty as well.

Century of Light p.42   ...Unity is a phenomenon of creative power, whose existence becomes apparent through the effects that collective action produces and whose absence is betrayed by the impotence of such efforts....
· Saturday Evening Artistic Expressions of the Spirit

Nedra Greenaway from Rock Creek organized and graciously chaired the evening presentations.
A regular activity at the Harper Gatherings.  Participants voluntarily share their creative talents in song, dance, poetry, storytelling, drumming, skits, painting and/or crafts. A special performance of drumming and traditional dance by Cowichan youth was a gift to the Gathering.

· Sunday Morning 
Following the Devotional program presented by the children and youth, all were invited 

to share their thoughts, ideas and any actions they feel they could commit to , either individually or collectively to engage the Aboriginal Peoples as co-workers in striving to achieve unity and advance a just and peaceful world civilization.

On behalf of the Gathering, we thank the Bahá’ís of Kamloops for their dedicated support of the Harper Mountain Gatherings each year and the households that provide billeting; to excellent cooks and all the selfless kitchen volunteers and servers; to our dedicated Friends from West Kelowna and Salmon Arm for providing the necessary electronic equipment; to the keeper of the fire and clean-up crew and;  a blessing to the facilitators of children and junior youth/youth activities. Thank you to the friends of the Namgis First Nation ( Alert Bay) for providing fresh wild salmon; to the couple from Harrison Hot Springs for contributing organically grown vegetables and from Salmon Arm for organically homegrown plums; to the couple from Sunnybrae for transporting the produce for the weekend. Further, for the generosity of spirit reflected by the contribution of so many lovely items of art and crafts for fundraising to help cover the costs plus the earmarked funds contributed by individual friends and institutions of the Faith.  And to all that car pool and provide transportation enabling others to join the Gathering.
Names are drawn for the silent auction gift table and raffle that contributes so generously to cover the Gathering's expenses. 

The Gathering closed with prayers of gratitude and for safe travel.  Lunch was served before departure.

All Our Relations,

Harper Mountain Gathering Team

Note:
Dr. Abdu’l-Missagh Ghadirian, member of the Continental Board of Counsellors in the Americas at the time (2005 Harper Gathering)  referred to the 20 June 2002 analysis provided by the International Teaching Centre as the “road map” for the work among the Original Inhabitants of the Americas.   The Tablets of the Divine Plan, he explained, refer to an “inviolable destiny” and that their “potential” to illumine the whole world is immense once educated in the Faith.  He said “education” means to “empower” a people for service to humanity and is the next stage in the fulfillment of their destiny as revealed in the Tablets.  He also said to be empowered means to take responsibility.  They will lead their own destiny. Dr. Ghadirian advises that all assistance be afforded them in order that they may realize this potential.
RELATED NEWS
Community Restores the Totem of Dorothy Maquabeak Francis
NEW WESTMINSTER, B.C., 1 AUGUST 2018, (CBNS)
In Queen’s Park of New Westminster, British Columbia, stands a totem pole that honours Dorothy Maquabeak Francis, a woman whose legacy of service to humanity is still influencing lives today. Dorothy Francis was a member of the Baha’i community, who among many other significant contributions, established the first Indian Friendship Centre in Canada.
Equals and Partners: A Spiritual Journey Toward Reconciliation and Oneness, Wazin Îchinabi, a new memoir by southern Alberta author Patricia Verge 
The Stoney Nakoda First Nation west of Calgary, Alberta was host in May to a book launch for Equals and Partners: A Spiritual Journey Toward Reconciliation and Oneness, Wazin Îchinabi, a new memoir by southern Alberta author Patricia Verge. Wazin Îchinabi is the Stoney-Nakoda word for oneness.

The teachings of Baha’u’llah, founder of the Baha’i Faith, were first introduced to the Stoney Nakoda people in the 1950s.
 
Stumbling in the Half-Light a book by John Sargent
Stumbling in the Half-Light is a book of fifty-two short stories of family history, biographical and autobiographical sketches, and the adventures and misadventures of John Sargent. It also offers a unique insight into one of Canada’s lesser known Faith communities.  

The Great Law and The Most Holy Book by Dr.Lee Brown – Cherokee Nation and Wolf Clan
Publication in process with George Ronald Publishers Ltd., United Kngdom.

American Indians and the Baha'i Faith by Littlebrave Beaston
A Compilation of Sacred and Inspirational Writings with news Clips donated by Dr. Tania Nordli Edmonton Baha'i Community, Alberta
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